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Traces the life of the Black woman orator who spoke out against slavery throughout New England

and the Midwest.
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Does the name Isabelle Hardenbergh mean anything to you? Chances are you've never heard the

name before. But on the other hand, you probably have at least heard the name Sojourner Truth. If

you're like me, you've heard her name, but had no idea what her importance was. Well, if you pick

up WALKING THE ROAD TO FREEDOM, you will get a brief glimpse into the life of

Sojourner.Isabelle was born in New York as a slave. When she was a young girl, she was auctioned

off and left her family. By the time she was about 13 years old, she'd already known four different

masters. She was a hard worker and wondered out loud to God why they would hit her when she

worked so hard.It was only after her last master sold her 5-year-old son that Isabelle (or Belle)

decided to do something about it. Slaves were to be freed in two years, and her master promised

he'd free her a year early if she worked hard. But when the year was up and he failed to keep his

promise, Belle set off on her own. She was determined to find her son, Peter, and get him back.This

was the start of a long journey for Belle. She found herself finally with her son in New York City. But

when he was old enough and became a seaman, Belle realized she'd never have her entire family



in one house. Her daughters had remained at her final master's house. At that point, she knew the

Lord was talking to her, and had other plans. She gave away all of her money and decided on her

new name. A sojourner is someone that goes from place to place, never staying long. And Truth is

another name for the Lord.Hence, Sojourner Truth was born.Sojourner didn't set out to be an

abolitionist, but life has a way of working out. Ms. Ferris details the struggles that Sojourner

encounters throughout her life, and how she has come to be known for her untiring fight for the

freedom of all slaves.Reviewed by: Jaglvr

Jeri Ferris is brilliant at making history come to life. And she brings the most interesting people back

with her--folks who were important in their time but who are not always well-known today. Many

people may have heard of Sojourner Truth, but thanks to Ferris, she becomes more than a name,

as kids meet her and look at her life and accomplishments through Ferris' lively text. This biography

is one of many written by Jeri Ferris that would be great reading for any child--or adult.

My mother bought me these books when I was in the 3rd grade. They got me through many book

reports and biography assignments in elementary school. I had never heard of Harriet Tubman,

Sojourner Truth or Benjamin Banneker before. Even now that I am in college I remember things I

learned from these books! I have never had a professor mention Sojourner Truth, but I can't listen to

a lecture on slavery or African-American women and not think about this book! These books are

simple enough for any child to understand, and it might just spark they're interest in history too.
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